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NIA and SWIGA's Solid Wall Seminar attracts keynote
speakers from DECC and LGA

At a seminar specifically aimed at the Solid Wall Insulation (SWI) industry, delegates were
given keynote speeches from the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) and
the Local Government Association (LGA) whilst receiving a full update on developments in
the industry that are designed to support a major growth in the SWI market over the
coming decade which is needed to achieve governments climate change targets.

The seminar, organised by the National Insulation Association (NIA) and Solid Wall
Insulation Guarantee Agency (SWIGA), took place at Brandon Hall in Coventry on 12"
May with the aim of bringing together manufacturers, installers, suppliers and associated
agencies that will play a pivotal role in developing both the external and internal wall
insulation markets.

During the speeches, spokespersons on behalf of DECC and the LGA both reinforced their
support for the entire SWI industry and the need to adopt an integrated and co-ordinated
approach involving both external and internal wall insulation solutions. The importance of
guality and standards of installation was also reinforced and there was widespread support
for the new SWI industry infrastructure being developed by the NIA and SWIGA designed
to raise the bar in respect of quality, standards and training for the industry.

A key area for discussion highlighted the plans to provide an industry wide independent
guarantee for householders that will protect consumers when making the decision to fit
SWI measures, which can be a major home improvement purchase. Considering each

property on a whole house approach was also high on the agenda.

Derek Horrock’s, SWI representative from the NIA and SWIGA, commented: “The way
forward for the industry is to consider both External and Internal SWI when assessing a
property as both solutions may be required for a whole house approach to insulation. This
in itself is in line with the long term targets set by Government.”

For more information about the NIA and its services to the SWI industry please call Bev
Coombe, Membership and Communications Manager on 01525 383313 or email
bev.coombe@nationalinsulationassociation.org.uk
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Notes to Editors

The National Insulation Association represents over 90% of the UK’s home insulation
industry, including installers and manufacturers. The NIA and its members are committed
to providing a high quality, value for money service to householders, housing managers
and developers.

The NIA is here to help you with expert opinions and comments on any
matter that
concerns the insulation of homes and businesses. For further information and images call
Duncan or Michele at the NIA press office on 01327 701 702 or email
duncan@evolution-pr.co.uk.

NIA installers carry out work that complies with national standards and technical approvals
such as the British Board of Agrément, and in the case of Cavity Wall Insulation according
to the Cavity Insulation Guarantee Agency technical guidance covering assessment and
installation.

- Cavity Wall Insulation work is covered by the Cavity Insulation Guarantee Agency’s
+ (CIGA) independent 25-year guarantee. www.ciga.co.uk

All of our members abide by the NIA Code of Professional Practice.
Half of the heat lost in a home is through the walls or loft space.

The UK’s housing stock is estimated at approximately 24.5 million dwellings and of
that, approximately 36% are non-cavity wall construction — solid brick, solid stone,
pre-1944 timber frame and non-traditional (i.e. concrete construction). It is estimated
that there are around 7m properties that have solid walls that need insulating.

Cavity Wall Insulation is the most cost-effective way of improving comfort levels and
reducing energy use in the home. Average savings of around 15%, equating to £115
per year can be made on a typical home’s energy bills. The installation is clean, safe
and only takes a couple of hours.

It's estimated that around 9 million UK homes have cavity walls which have not been
insulated. Collectively, they are wasting around £950 million every year through the
energy being lost through their walls. This still leaves roughly one in three British
households which could have their comfort levels increased and their fuel bills
reduced.

Increasing the thickness of existing loft insulation in the 13 million homes with
100mm or less of loft insulation to thicknesses required for modern new dwellings
(270mm) would reduce each of their individual energy costs by around 25%. By
fitting loft insulation, householders can reduce heating costs by around 15%.

In 2003, space heating accounted for around 53% of carbon dioxide emissions in the

UK. Over 40% of the Government'’s projected carbon savings for the household
sector are expected to come from insulation.
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This corresponds to around 200MtC over the lifetime of the measures, nearly 15% of
the annual household emissions.

To find a local NIA approved installer in your area, access information on the benefits of
insulation or find details of grants available please visit our website :-
www.nationalinsulationassociation.org.uk

The biggest carbon challenge in the UK is to signif icantly tackle the real “energy
wasters”, the existing housing stock.
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